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                                       Kids on the Hill


2117 Brookfield Avenue ( Baltimore, MD 21217 ( 410-383-7200 ( w w w. k i d s o n t h e h i l l. o r g
December 8, 2008

Ben & Jerry’s Foundation

30 Community Drive

South Burlington, VT 05403-6828

Dear Ms. Rebecca Golden,

Kids on the Hill, a social change/social justice organization empowering African-American teens to develop as leaders, artists, educators and activists, invites your support in a $15,000 project allowing our youth to 1) explore solutions to the impacts that race, class, and age have on environmental movements and 2) conduct education and outreach to foster an environmental ethic in African-American youth.

Both Ben and Jerry’s and Kids on the Hill (KOH) share a commitment to social action, justice and equality. We feel it imperative to bring that same sense of ecological stewardship that your company embodies to the youth we serve and in their peer-to-peer outreach. 

The problem: People of color feel disconnected from and marginalized by environmental concerns. Many of our students live in impoverished and segregated areas of Baltimore City, and studies have shown that these factors contribute to environmental racism.1 It is thus crucial that young people of color become activists for environmental justice. In our work with youth, we are challenged by their lack of interest in this arena. The issues of poverty, violence and institutionalized racism that they often face appear far more pressing and overwhelming than concerns for nurturing the planet. KOH youth created a documentary about this subject, titled “Dis/connect,” that also seeks solutions to the apathy they feel. It was recently screened at our annual TV Dinner and at the 2008 Bioneers Children in Nature Conference. A youth-led discussion followed both events, and gave viewers a new understanding of the topic. 

A grant from Ben and Jerry’s would fund teen stipends and enable our Youth Leadership Team (YLT) to develop curricular materials used to teach peer-to-peer workshops on the environment and the importance of ecological activism. We have established partnerships with 7 area schools that lack such workshops. Furthermore, your support would allow the YLT to create additional videos, facilitate their distribution, and help us form long-term collaborations with Bioneers, schools, and other partners.

We would be grateful for the opportunity to submit a full proposal for this project. We thank you in advance for your time and consideration of our request.

Best wishes for the holidays. Sincerely,

Mark L. Carter





Rebecca Yenawine

Interim Executive Director



Founder/Director, Arts and Curriculum

Kids on the Hill
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1See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_racism
