10/21/08

Recommendation for Valerie Butler:

I am the Program Director of Education and Restoration at Gunpowder Valley Conservancy in the Gunpowder Watershed. I met Valerie last year during a DNR Stream Waders training program. Over 50 volunteers attended the training in order to learn about macro-invertebrates that live in our waterways, how to collect samples for the DNR, and how to document the samples properly. While talking with Valerie, I learned that she has a B.S. degree in Biology. After we were both certified at the training, we teamed up to collect samples from within the Gunpowder Watershed. We worked together on 3 different days collecting many samples. 

While working beside Valerie I observed that her work was excellent. She was reliable, independent, accurate, thorough, and highly responsible. I also discovered that Valerie was outgoing, intelligent, enthusiastic and passionate about the environment. She showed great care and concern for the health of the Gunpowder Watershed and the wildlife that lives there, and it showed with every observation and careful collection of macro-invertebrates. 

She was an attendee at the Chesapeake Watershed Forum. She has also volunteered with the Gunpowder Valley Conservancy, where she manned our display table at the Mason Dixon Task Force’s “Forest Sustainability for Local Governments” and attended our Trail Maintenance Workshop and Natural History Hike on Oct 18, 2008. In both events Valerie displayed enthusiasm, willingness to learn and assist, and her passion for the environment.

I have also learned that Valerie has created her own website, Common Waters, as an environmental resource link for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. After viewing it, I was very impressed by her writing ability, creativity, and determination to develop a helpful resource for environmental organizations. And I was thrilled to find a new source to post our GVC events.

In all honesty, I was so impressed with Valerie’s knowledge, passion, personality and abilities that I would like to offer her a job as the Assistant Program Director with the Gunpowder Valley Conservancy. However, due to lack of funding I am unable to at this time. The point is that I highly recommend her for an environmental position.

Sincerely,

Peggy Perry

Program Director of Education and Restoration

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy

P.O. Box 9733

Towson, MD 21284

www.gunpowderfalls.org 

410-668-0118 

